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     Last fall, our first lay renewal weekend helped A  our 
church. This May, our second lay renewal weekend will E  
us for service. We will gather on F -S , M  1-3, to 
learn about discovering and using our spiritual gifts as a 
congregation. The weekend will include large and small group 
sessions, testimonies, worship, and fellowship, all led by our 
church members (not pastors or staff) and guided by guests 
from The Church Renewal Journey. 
 

     Please plan to attend as many sessions as you can. See 
the detailed schedule at our website under the ñCalendarò tab 
(link: Lay Renewal Schedule). Printed schedules were mailed 
to the congregation in late April. Also remember to pray for this 
event. No renewal happens without P . 
 
     To help us prepare, sign up in the foyer. There are three 
sign-up sheets: one for those who will commit to pray at home 
for the church renewal weekend; 
another for all those planning to 
attend; and a third for the potluck on 
Saturday evening. 

 

!˰Ģ ÞÅÓñ ñÅĢ ĞÞÓÞóĹÞØ Å ìóëĩ˓ 
ĭĢÞ óĩ ĩč ĢÞĞĹÞ čćÞ ÅćčĩñÞĞ˓ ÅĢ 
ìččØ ĢĩÞĺÅĞØĢ čë IčØ˜Ģ 

ĹÅĞóÞØ ìĞÅÓÞ˘˱ ˤʽ wÞĩÞĞ ˀ˒ʽʼ˥ 
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https://www.cbc-hsv.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/Schedule-for-2026.05-Lay-Renewal-Wknd_Redacted.pdf
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                    T  F  R 
 

 
 

                     ñWill You not revive us again, that Your people 
                     may rejoice in You?ò (Ps 85:6) 

Is not the most desperate need of our day a spiritual and moral renewal? If so, 
is the key the White House, the state house, or the church house? Must it not 
begin with Godôs people, you and me? 

Revival is more than a mere increase in church membership and attendance. There must be a 
personal resurgence and deepening of God consciousness, moral righteousness, and Christ-
like living. It must include the elements of humility and repentance. Although renewal cannot be 
ñworked upò by human effort, we can prayerfully seek it. We can ask God sincerely for a fresh 
touch of His love and the desire to serve Him more effectively. 

That is the prayerful purpose of the lay renewal process. It is not about a personality or nostalgia 
for the past. It is about personal examination in light of Godôs Word, seeking Godôs Spirit to 
renew our hearts. 

Let none hear you idly saying, ñThere is nothing I can do,ò 
While the souls of men are dying, and the Master calls for you. 
 

Take the task He gives you gladly. Let His work your pleasure be; 
Answer quickly when He calleth, ñHere am I, send me, send me!ò 

ðUnknown 

William Mackay was a Scottish Presbyterian minister. After 
his education at the University of Edinburgh, he practiced 
medicine before being called to the Christian ministry in 
1868. In 1867 he revised a poem he wrote 4 years earlier, 
based on Habakkuk 3:2: ñLord, I have heard of Your fame; I 
stand in awe of Your deeds, O Lord. Renew them in our day, 
in our time make them known; in wrath remember mercy.ò 

We praise Thee, O God, for the Son of Thy love, 
for Jesus Who died and is now gone above. 

 

We praise Thee, O God, for Thy Spirit of light, 
Who has shown us our Savior and scattered our night. 

 

All glory and praise to the Lamb that was slain, 
Who has borne all our sins and has cleansed every stain. 

 

Revive us again; fill each heart with Thy love; 
may each soul be rekindled with fire from above. 

 

Chorus: Hallelujah, Thine the glory! Hallelujah, amen! 
Hallelujah, Thine the glory! Revive us again. 

Ask God to examine your heart. Pray for a genuine revival. 

Read also 2 Chron 7:14; Ps 85:6; 2 Cor 4:16ï18; Titus 3:4ï8. 

(with gratitude to Kenneth Osbeck for research on William Mackay) 

Dr. Dennis Phelps 
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From Bible Studies Director Jim Burk: 

     It has been recorded that Leon Trotsky, a noted leader of the 1917 Bolshevik 
Revolution in Russia, attended Bible study in Chicago, Illinois, with a friend. The 
teacher did not arrive to teach his class that morning. Trotsky walked away from 
the Bible study class. As far as is known, he never attended another Bible study 
class again. 
 
     Mahatma Gandhi, the leader of millions in India, studied Christianity when in 
England. But he rejected it because Christians did not live up to the teachings of Jesus. 
  
     In America, a young Chinese man studied for four years and graduated from one of our colleges. 
Churches did not invite him to attend. Many people ridiculed him. He went back to China bitter 
against Christianity. He became the prime minister of communist China. 
 
     Two teenagers grew up in Dallas, Texas. Both were rough and troublesome. A faithful Bible study 
teacher contacted one of them every week for a year. Another teacher felt he did not want that type 
of boy in his class. The first lad was saved and became Florida Baptistsô Secretary of Evangelism. 
The other assassinated President Kennedy. 
 
     Bible study makes a difference.  

 
Ʒ Join us on Sundays at 9AM for small group Bible studies!  ƹ 

Coffee Speaker 

 

At the coffee fellowship 
on April 16, Pastor Greg 
Spann of Crossbar C 
Cowboy Church shared 
about the amazing ways 
God has worked in his 
life and ministry and 
through the ministries of 
Crossbar C. Please pray 
for this Southern Baptist 
congregation in Benton. 

BIBLE STUDIES / OUTREACH  
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EASTER ACTIVITIES  

(Above) A chilly but beautiful morning for our sunrise service with over 50 in attendance 

(Below) Fellowship breakfast after the sunrise service 

(Bottom left) Choir program at the morning worship service: ñHere Is Loveò 
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WOMENðS MINISTRY  

Donations for ñThe CALLò 
 

(Right) Thanks to your generosity, our Womenôs 
Ministry Team delivered 24 Walmart gift cards of 
various amounts to The CALL in Garland and Hot 
Spring Counties, which serves local foster families. 

Womenôs Retreat 
 

(Left and below) The women's day retreat at Spring Lake 
Camp on April 11 was a great success!  


