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                        PRAISE GOD! 

 
     Our Lordôs most worthy expectation is praise. Scripture teaches to praise 
God continually (Heb 13:15-16; see also Ps 63:4; 71:23; 146:1-2; Rev 5:11-14). 
We can praise Him for Who He is, His daily blessings, the trials of life, and His 
leading in ways yet to be experienced. Would you like an example? 

 
     Fanny Crosby is born in 1820. Maltreatment of her eyes at 
6 weeks of age causes blindness. Still, she lives a happy childhood. 
ñI could climb a tree like a squirrel and ride a horse bareback.ò In her 
first composition at the age of 8, she records the secret of her 
contentment. ñO what a happy soul am I! Although I cannot see, I am 
resolved that in this world contented I will be. How many 
blessings I enjoy that other people donôt! To weep and sigh because 
Iôm blind, I cannot, and I wonôt.ò  
 
     Crosby is less than 5 feet tall, weighs less than 100 pounds, with 
a long face, prominent front teeth with a gap, thick, wavy hair parted 
in the middle and pulled back in curls that hang to the shoulders, and 
dark, rectangular glasses obscuring her sightless eyes. She is a 
joyful person, noted for quick wit and humor. 
 

     In 1850, Fanny Crosby is converted to Christ at a Methodist revival. ñMy very soul was 
flooded with celestial light . . . for the first time I realized that I had been trying to hold the world 
in one hand and the Lord in the other. . . . The Lord planted a star in my life and no cloud has 
ever obscured its light.ò 
 
     The year after her marriage, Fanny births a child who dies in early infancy. Nevertheless, this 
blind hymn writer still praises God with her life. She writes between 8,000 and 9,000 gospel 
hymn texts, including: ñPass Me Not, O Gentle Saviour,ò ñJesus, Keep Me Near the Cross,ò 
ñRescue the Perishing,ò ñAll the Way My Savior Leads Me,ò and ñBlessed Assurance.ò She 
prays that God will use her to lead a million souls to Christ. 
 
     Originally titled ñPraise, Give Thanksò (#227 in our hymnal), notice how Crosby calls all the 
earth, highest archangels, and saints to praise Jesus.  
 

Praise Him! Praise Him! 
Jesus, our blessed Redeemer! 

Sing, O earth, His wonderful love proclaim! 
Hail Him! Hail Him! Highest archangels in glory, 
strength and honor give to His holy name! 
Like a shepherd Jesus will guard His children. 
In His arms He carries them all day long. 

 
Praise Him! Praise Him! Tell of His excellent greatness! 

Praise Him! Praise Him! Ever in joyful song! 
 

(with gratitude for the work of J.H. Hall, Beverly A. Howard, and Kenneth W. Osbeck) 

Dr. Dennis Phelps 
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Permanent Marker 

 
 

 
     Permanent markers are wonderful things. We can write on an 
object and it will be there for a long time. Any parent knows all 
too well that the marker a child will grab will undoubtedly be the 
permanent one, and the child will proceed to write on every 
surface imaginable. In our spiritual lives, we have a signature written in a permanent 
marker - the signature of Jesus Christ. 
 

     John 1:12-13 says, ñBut to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he 
gave the right to become children of God, who were born, not of blood nor of the will of 
the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.ò And John, writing to believers, says, ñsee 
what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called children of God; 
and so we areò (1 John 3:1). 
  
     Hereôs the wonderful truth of this: as Godôs children we are forever in His family. 
We know this from Ephesians 1 (the Holy Spirit seals us) and Romans 8:35-39 
(nothing can separate us from Godôs love). But a distinction needs to be made to 
better understand this wonderful truth. The distinction is the difference between a 
relationship and fellowship. Simply put, a relationship is written in permanent marker 
and cannot be undone or broken; fellowship is written in non-permanent ink and can 
be broken. 
 

     As determined by Ephesians 1 and Romans 8, our relationship with Christ as 
members of His family is permanent; nothing can undo it. Our fellowship with Christ, 
however, can be broken. This happens when we sin. While all of our sins are cleansed 
and paid for on the cross, we still sin and need to confess. Confession, as they say, is 
good for the soul. When we are obedient and confess our sins to God, 1 John 1:9 says 
that God is faithful and forgives us. The result is that our fellowship with God is 
restored and no longer broken. 
 

     Notice one other important thought: we break the fellowship. God stands ready to forgive and 
repair the brokenness, but we need to bring it to Him. We can try to hide it, and we can try to run 
from it, but it cannot be fixed until we are honest with God, bring the broken pieces to Him and 
allow Him to do His work in us, restoring the fellowship and repairing our lives.  
 

     Dutch Theologian Abraham Kuyper states: ñThere is not a square inch in the whole domain 

of our human existence over which Christ, who is sovereign overall, does not cry: óMine!ôò If you 

are a child of God, the signature of Jesus Christ is upon your heart and life. It is written in 

permanent marker and cannot be erased. To quote Bill Gaither, ñIôm so glad Iôm a part of the 

family of God!ò 

Pastor Dale Clancy 
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BIBLE STUDIES  

¢ƻǇ ¢Ŝƴ wŜŀǎƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ DƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ .ƛōƭŜ {ǘǳŘȅΥ 

²Ƙȅ L 5ƻƴΩǘ ¢Ƙƛƴƪ .ƛōƭŜ {ǘǳŘȅ ƛǎ Wǳǎǘ ŦƻǊ YƛŘŘƛŜǎ !ƴȅƳƻǊŜ 

10. Itôs not just for kiddies. Nobody says going back to continue your 
education at a university is ñkiddie.ò Going to Bible study is continuing your 
education with God, but itôs not about degrees or a pay raise. Itôs about 
knowing God and following after Him. 

9. You can meet believers who share in your journey towards God. 

8. You can pray for others and seek prayer for what is heavy on your heart, too. 

7. You can find ways to serve Jesus in your community and around the world. 

6. You can receive a deeper understanding of how the Bible is woven together to tell the 
greatest story of all: redemption through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

5. Your curiosity in the Lord can grow, and you can go home and explore in depth the Scriptures 
the lesson was on. 

4. You can learn ways to share your faith in Jesus with others that you 
might not have thought about. 

3. You can grow in your courage to share your faith with others. 

2. You can stay grounded, and not get all weird because you werenôt 
hearing other believers and went on some crazy tangent of Satanôs. 

1. You can encounter God. 

 

~ Jim Burk, Bible Studies Director 

] x Ñf  É 
ÉÑÖ?ò 

 
The Agape class will 
begin studying Galatians 
in early September. 
 

This co-ed class meets 
on Sundays at 9:00am 
and is taught by Tom 
Lamay. It is open to all. 

Jim Burk 
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INDEPENDENCE DAY / SINGLES  

 

όwƛƎƘǘύ ¢ƘŜ ǎƛƴƎƭŜǎ ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ ŘƛƴƴŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŦŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇ ŀǘ /ŀŦŞ 
LǎŀōŜƭƭŀ ƻƴ Wǳƭȅ мсΦ hǘƘŜǊ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ŀ ǇƛȊȊŀ 
ǎǳǇǇŜǊ ŀǘ .ƻƴƴƛŜ {ǘŜǇƘŜƴǎΩ ƘƻƳŜ ƛƴ aŀȅ ŀƴŘ ƎŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎǎ 
ŀǘ ǘƘŜ .ŀƭōƻŀ /ƭǳō όWǳƴŜύ ŀƴŘ 9ƭ WƛƳŀŘƻǊ ό!ǳƎǳǎǘύΦ ¢ƘŜƛǊ 
ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊ ƳŜŜǝƴƎ ǝƳŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛǊŘ ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǘƘ 
ŀǘ пΥолǇƳΦ ²ŀǘŎƘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜƳŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ 
ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ŀƴŘ  ŦƻǊ ƳŜŜǝƴƎ ƭƻŎŀǝƻƴǎΦ DǳŜǎǘǎ ŀǊŜ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜΗ 

Singles Ministry 

tƻǎǝƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƻƭƻǊǎ 

Independence Day Observance July 5 

tǳƭǇƛǘ DǳŜǎǘ 
½ŀŎƪ {ǘŀǊǊ 

tŀǘǊƛƻǝŎ aǳǎƛŎ 

/ƻƻƪƻǳǘ ŀƴŘ 
 LŎŜ /ǊŜŀƳ {ƻŎƛŀƭ 
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FELLOWSHIP AND OUTREACH  

/ƭƻŎƪǿƛǎŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƻǇ ƭŜƊΥ .ŀƴŀƴŀ ǎǇƭƛǘ 
ǇŀǊǘȅ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ {ƛƪŜǎ ƘƻƳŜ ƻƴ aŀȅ но ŦƻǊ 
ǘƘŜ /ŜƴǘǊŀƭ /ƛǘȅ Cƻƭƪǎ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊƘƻƻŘ 
ƎǊƻǳǇΦ hƭŘ wŀǎŎŀƭǎ ŀǘ 5ŜōǊŀΩǎ ƻƴ aŀȅ 
мнΦ bŜǿ IƻǊƛȊƻƴǎ .ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴŎŜǊǘ ƻƴ 
WǳƴŜ тΦ [ŀŘƛŜǎΩ .ŜƎƛƴƴŜǊ aŀƘƧƻƴƎ Ŏƭŀǎǎ 
ƻƴ Wǳƭȅ нуτǘƘŜ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ƳŜǘ ŦƻǊ р ǿŜŜƪǎ 
ǿƛǘƘ ǳǇ ǘƻ нл ƭŀŘƛŜǎ ŀǧŜƴŘƛƴƎΗ 

 

όwƛƎƘǘύ ²Ŝ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ŀ ƭƻǾŜ ƻũŜǊƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ [ƻǎ [ŀƎƻǎ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ 
ǿƘƻǎŜ ƘƻƳŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŘŜǎǘǊƻȅŜŘ ōȅ ŀ ƭƛƎƘǘƴƛƴƎ-ǎǇŀǊƪŜŘ ŬǊŜ 
ƛƴ ŜŀǊƭȅ WǳƭȅΦ ¢ǊŀǾƛǎ {ƳƛǘƘ ŀƴŘ aƛǊŜƛƭŜ CƭŜŎƘŀ όǇƛŎǘǳǊŜŘ 
ǿƛǘƘ ŬƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ ǎŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ Wǳŀƴƛǘŀ ²ƛƭōŀƴƪǎύ ǇƛŎƪŜŘ ǳǇ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
ŎƘŜŎƪǎ ŀƴŘ ŀ ŎƘŜŎƪ ŦƻǊ 5ŀǾƛŘ ŀƴŘ [ŜŀƴƴŜ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳǎ ƻƴ Wǳƭȅ 
олΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ǾŜǊȅ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǝǾŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ƭƻǾŜ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴΦ 

Helping Fire Victims 


